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General Government, an extensive grant of lands from the west-
ern tribes, as a home or hunting ground for the several tribes
holding the reservations in Western New York. This plan was
pondered with great eare, thoronghly matured, decided and acted
upon by the Ogden company, with equal skill and vigor. One
of the first steps, was to secure the consent and co-operation of the
War Department, which was obtained.

A band of Indians, knows as the Stockbridges—more properly
the Mo-heknnnucks—had moved from Massachusetts at an
early day, having obtained a cession of some five by seven miles
equare from the Omeidas, on the southern border of their reser-
vation, in the county of Oneida, N. Y. The Mo-he-kun-nucks sold
off a small tract on their southern border, to a few associated In-
dians from the remnants of varions bands of New England tribes,
now known as the Brothertowns. These two tribes had resided
for several years on their new possessions near the Oneidas.

About the year 1817, a young leader, chief of the Mo-he-kun-
nucks, Solomon U. Hendrick, a man of much more than ordin-
ary energy and talent among the Indians, succeeded to the head
of affairs. He regarded the languishing condition of his people
as a reproach to the former name and glory of the old Mo-he-kun-
nucks, and used all his eloquence to persnade the young men to
arouse, and make at least one effort to retrieve their name and
character. He argued, with equal forece and sound reason, that
their then paralyzed condition was owing to their confinement to
a small space of ground. and being surrounded and preyed upon,
by the white inhabitants, from whose pernicions contact and ex-
ample, especially with regard to drunkenness, they were sustain-
ing a loss of all moral and physical energy and action; and urged,
that their only hope for the future lay in emigration westward,
and the seeuring of such an extent of country, as wonld enable
them to form new settlements, at such distance from the whites,
as to escape from grog-shops and whiskey.

Their resident missionary, Rev. John Sergeant, fell in with and
seconded the views of the young chief. In a short time the whole



